Health System Strengthening
Making great strides over time
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Great strides have been made in improving the healthcare system over the past 20 years
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A one-year community service programme for '5
health professionals was introduced :
The programme had its first intake of doctors, dentists -

and pharmacists in 2001. A programme for all other
healthcare categories was introduced in 2004.
The intake has been increasing steadily.

Initiation of the National Healthcare
Insurance policy, potential universal
access effective health café promotion

programmes (still in pilot phase)

The Life Expectancy improved from 54 to 60 in 2009 [J
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The supplementation also resulted in the more efficient and
rational use of drugs in healthcare facilities

The published Essential Drug
Guidelines was supplemented
with STG/EDLs for adult and
paediatric care in 2003

sseeslmproved HIV
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Providing healthcare to more than
2 million infected people

The cost per
month to the
Department,

to provide ARVs

to patients eececee

decreased from

--:p R313.99
to R33

per patient

The number of people receiving ARV treatment increased

\from 923 000to 2.4 miIIionJ

takes 12 months to wear off) device a

vailable for free to women at public

hospitals around the country
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South Africa’s Healthcare System can be
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In February 2014, government made a
subdermal contraceptive (effects

l strengthened through six building blocks:
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